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David richardson, University of Hull, Director, Wilberforce Institute for the study of Slavery and Emancipation
chandler B. saint, President, Beecher House Center for the Study of Equal Rights, and coauthor Making Freedom: 

The Extraordinary Life of Venture Smith
James Brewer stewart, James Wallace Professor of History, Macalester college, BHc national Board chair
Descendants of Venture smith
BBc look north, Media partner
nicholas F. Bellantoni, state archaeologist, Museum of natural History and connecticut archaeological center, 

University of connecticut
cameron Blevins, Graduate student stanford University
Dorothea V. Dicecco, emeritus faculty University of  connecticut, Beecher House center board
robert P. Forbes, assistant Professor of History, University of connecticut-torrington
robert l. Hall, african american studies, northeastern University
James O. Horton, Benjamin Banneker Professor of History, George Washington University
George a. Krimsky, Journalist, coauthor Making Freedom: The Extraordinary Life of Venture Smith
Marilyn nelson, connecticut state Poet laureate, author The Freedom Business
stephen G. solley, descendant of smith/Denison family, col. smith Venture’s last owner allowed him to buy his freedom
Karl P. stofko, Historian of east Haddam ct
linda D. strausbaugh, Director, center for applied Genetics and technology, University of connecticut, storrs
Peter H. tillou, Philanthropist, BHc national Board chair

Vincent carretta, Professor of english, University of Maryland, college Park
connecticut Historical society
central connecticut state University, alaaDs Program
David Brion Davis, sterling Professor of History, emeritus, Yale University
anna Mae Duane, Department of english and american studies, University of connecticut
David eltis, robert W. Woodruff Professor of History emery University, the trans-atlantic slave trade database,

slaveVoyages.org
First church of christ congregational east Haddam
alan H. Goodman, Professor of anthropology, Hampshire college, President aaaP
Haddam Historical society, Haddam ct
anne l. Hiskes, Professor of Philosophy, University of connecticut
Paul lachance, Visiting Professor, emory University
Paul e. lovejoy, Director, the Harriet tubman institute, York University, toronto
Paul Murphy, BBc correspondent, producer of the BBc documentary, A Slave’s Story
amii Omara-Otunnu, UnescO chair in comparative Human rights
akosua Perbi, Professor of History, University of Ghana
Gerald F. sawyer, archaeologist
John Wood sweet, associate Professor of History, University of north carolina, chapel Hill nc
carl Westmoreland, senior researcher, national Underground railroad and Freedom center, cincinnati OH

We are grateful to all the scholars and researchers who are continuing to assist us and are committed to the ongoing
public telling of this story.   that these men and women hail from Barbados, scotland, Britain, France, Benin,
Ghana, nigeria, etc., as well as the United states, reflects the international scope of this project.


